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OUR PURPOSE

In this newsletter: Save the date!!

Literature Info
How to Contribute
to Intergroup
Grapevine Article
Upcoming Events
Service
Opportunities

This newsletter was born out
of the desire to stay in touch

and share the good things
happening within our groups.

We hope to connect
members, celebrate

milestones, and spread hope.



M a i l - i n  C o n t r i b u t i o n s :
M a k e  c h e c k s  p a y a b l e  t o :
O s c e o l a  C o u n t y  I n t e r g r o u p
I n c l u d e  y o u r  g r o u p  n a m e

M a i l  t o :
O s c e o l a  C o u n t y  I n t e r g r o u p
P . O  B o x  7 0 0 3 8 6
S a i n t  C l o u d ,  F L ,  3 4 7 7 0

N o w  a c c e p t i n g  Z e l l e !
U s e  Z e l l e  f o r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o r
l i t e r a t u r e  p u r c h a s e s .
I f  y o u r  B a n k  u s e s  Z e l l e ,  t h e n
y o u  c a n  s e n d  c o n t r i b u t i o n s
u s i n g  o u r  e m a i l :  

o s c e o l a c o u n t y i n t e r g r o u p @ g m
a i l . c o m

P l e a s e  i n c l u d e  a  n o t e  w i t h
y o u r  p a y m e n t  i n d i c a t i n g  i t s
p u r p o s e  ( e . g . ,  “ c o n t r i b u t i o n ”
o r  “ l i t e r a t u r e  p u r c h a s e ” ) .
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How to contribute

Thank you to all the groups who
continue to give their support

and contibrutions. Your service
keeps us connected and carrying

the message

B y  p u r c h a s i n g  A A  L i t e r a t u r e ,  Pa m p h l e t s ,
C h i p s ,  a n d  M e d a l l i o n s  f r o m  O s c e o l a
C o u n t y  I n t e r g r o u p  y o u  a r e  s u p p o r t i n g
O s c e o l a  C o u n t y  I n t e r g r o u p  a n d  l o c a l  A A
g r o u p s .  O u r  p r i c e s  a r e  c o m p e t i t i v e  w i t h
o t h e r  n o n -A A  s u p p l i e r s .

W e  c a r r y  a  l a r g e  s u p p l y  o f  i n v e n t o r y
a v a i l a b l e  t o  y o u  q u i c k l y.  W e  c a n  a l s o  p l a c e
o r d e r s  i f  w e  d o n ’ t  h a v e  w h a t  y o u  n e e d .

H a v i n g  a n  A A  e v e n t ?  W h y  n o t  s e l l  s o m e  A A
L i t e r a t u r e  a n d  d i s p l a y  A A  Pa m p h l e t s ?  N e e d
i d e a s  f o r  a  r a f f l e?  P u t  t o g e t h e r  a  b a s k e t  o f
A A  g o o d i e s .

W H AT  W E  C A R RY

B o o k s
•  A l c o h o l i c s  A n o n y m o u s  B i g  B o o k  i n
E n g l i s h  a n d  S p a n i s h ,  L a r g e  P r i n t ,  H a r d  a n d
S o f t  C o v e r s ,  Po c k e t  E d i t i o n
•  1 2  &  1 2  I n  E n g l i s h ,  S p a n i s h ,  L a r g e  P r i n t ,
H a r d  a n d  S o f t  C o v e r s ,  Po c k e t  E d i t i o n
•  A s  B i l l  S e e s  I t ,  C a m e  t o  B e l i e v e,  D a i l y
R e f l e c t i o n s ,  L i v i n g  S o b e r,  P l a i n  L a n g u a g e
B i g  B o o k ,  D r.  B o b  a n d  t h e  G o o d  O l d t i m e r s ,
a n d  m o r e !
C h i p s  a n d  C o i n s
•  24  H o u r  t h r o u g h  1 1  M o n t h  C h i p s
•  1  Ye a r  –  5 5  Ye a r s  M e d a l l i o n s
Pa m p h l e t s
•  T h i s  i s  A A ,  F r e q u e n t l y  A s k e d  Q u e s t i o n s ,
Yo u n g  Pe o p l e  i n  A A ,  A  N e w c o m e r  A s k s ,  1 2
Tr a d i t i o n s  F l y e r,  LG BTQ  A l c o h o l i c s  i n  A A ,
Q & A  o n  S p o n s o r s h i p,  W o m e n  i n  A A ,  a n d
o v e r  5 0  m o r e !
Pa c k e t s  o f  Pa m p h l e t s
•  B e g i n n e r s  Pa c k e t  f i l l e d  w i t h  p a m p h l e t s
a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  t h e  n e w c o m e r.
•  S p a n i s h  Pa c k e t s  f i l l e d  w i t h  p a m p h l e t s  i n
S p a n i s h .
 
C o n t a c t  f o r  p r i c e s ,  o r d e r i n g ,  i n f o r m a t i o n :
l i t e r a t u r e @ o s c e o l a c o u n t y i n t e r g r o u p.o r g
 

DID YOU KNOW OSCEOLA COUNTY AA INTERGROUP
CAN SUPPLY YOUR LITERATURE AND CHIP NEEDS?

1st Quarter 7th

Tradition Contributions

Miracle Group                                        $100
Narcoossee No Name                             $75
PPG                                                            $150
Serenity on the Lake                             $184
Sisters of Serenity                                   $30
St. Cloud Group                                        $92
There is a Solution                            $437.65
Zero to Hero                                               $53
Total                                                   $1,121.65
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Grapevine

Me Too

Afraid to reveal dark secrets from her past, she pocketed her pride and went to it.
To her surprise, what happened next calmed her soul.

  Driving to my sponsor’s house to do my Fifth Step left me in a squall of emotions. I
was shocked—and I still am—that my car somehow kept driving to her house. I knew
what had to be done. I had read the description of the Step in the Big Book several
times before going to her house that day. I was afraid, however, of a deep, dark
secret I had never told anyone: I had been sexually abused as a child.
  No one knew this about me. Why would I tell anyone about it now? It doesn’t
bother me. I don’t use it for an excuse. It’s not why I drink. But then the line from the
Big Book kept running in my mind: “We pocket our pride and go to it, illuminating
every twist of character, every dark cranny of the past.” So I said to myself, I’m going
to tell her. I don’t want to drink. I’m not leaving anything in the dark crannies of my
mind. And that was that. 
  I pulled my car up to my sponsor’s house. We made the usual greetings and sat
down to it. “Start at the beginning,” she said. I jumped around, telling my sagas and
my moments of turmoil, still not sure if I was resolute in my decision to tell her my
secret. After a while of feeling some of the other weights lift, the words finally fell
out of my mouth. I told her. She took some notes that would later become my Tenth
Step inventory and then looked up at me and said, “Me too.”
  To say my jaw fell off my face is not enough to describe the reaction in my body. To
say that the sun was sunnier, her couch was comfier, my jeans fit better, my skin was
clearer, my panic attacks were subsiding in that moment isn’t enough either. What
was enough and still is to this day were the words, “Me too.” 
  I had run from that secret for so long, until finally I ran headfirst into it. I told
someone that big, deep, dark secret out loud for the first time ever in my 37 years on
this planet. And it was scary.
  After that, the rest of my secrets and resentments and wrongs I did to others came
tumbling out. I sat with my sponsor f or five hours that day. That’s what it took to get
light shined on all the dark nooks and crannies of my past. It was also the first time I
ever felt free. 
  So “me too” isn’t what you think it is in AA. Me too is strength, hope and most of all,
and above all else on that day for me was experience. My sponsor said it happened
to her too. And some day our experience is going to bring hope to other still
suffering alcoholics. A Promise came true that day: I will not regret the past, nor
wish to shut the door on it.

Samantha H.
Otsego, Minnesota
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Grapevine
No Defense

Stop drinking on his own? No problem. Little did he know, a giant warehouse of booze was about to
teach him something he’ll never forget.

  B e i n g  a  b i n g e  d r i n k e r,  i t  w a s  n o t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  m e  t o  s t o p  d r i n k i n g  f o r  a  w e e k  o r
e v e n  a  m o n t h  j u s t  t o  p r o v e  I  c o u l d  d o  i t .  I  a l s o  k n e w  i f  y o u  w a n t e d  m e  n o t  t o
d r i n k  f o r  t h r e e  w e e k s ,  o n  t h e  2 2 n d  d a y  y o u  o w e d  m e  b i g  t i m e  a n d  y o u  w e r e  g o i n g
t o  p a y  u p.  B u t  s i n c e  I  h a d  l i t t l e  t r o u b l e  n o t  d r i n k i n g  f o r  a  g i v e n  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e,  I
w a s  c e r t a i n  I  w a s  n o t  a n  a l c o h o l i c .
  O n c e,  w h i l e  o n  o n e  o f  t h e s e  m a n d a t e d  d r y  s p e l l s ,  I  w a s  i n v i t e d  t o  g o  t o  o n e  o f
t h e  m o s t  b e a u t i f u l  p l a c e s  o n  t h i s  e a r t h :  a n  o p e n  h o u s e  a t  a  l i q u o r  w h o l e s a l e
w a r e h o u s e.  I  f o u n d  m y s e l f  t h e r e  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  m o r e  b o o z e  t h a n  I  c o u l d
i m a g i n e  m y s e l f  d r i n k i n g  i n  a  l i f e t i m e,  w i t h  a  f r i e n d l y  f a c e  s a y i n g ,  " W h a t  w o u l d
y o u  l i k e? "  S i n c e  I  w a s n ' t  d r i n k i n g ,  I  m u s t e r e d  a l l  m y  s t r e n g t h ,  c o u r a g e  a n d
f o r t i t u d e  a n d  s a i d ,  " N o,  t h a n k s ! "  T h e n  I  t r i e d  t o  h u r r y  o u t  t h e  d o o r.
  B u t  t h e r e  w a s  t h a t  v o i c e .  I n  t h e  b a c k  o f  m y  h e a d  I  h e a r d  a  s m a l l  v o i c e  s a y,
" T h i s  t i m e  w i l l  b e  d i f f e r e n t ."  I  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  b a r.  S o o n  t h e  w o r d s ,  " I ' v e  n e v e r
t r i e d  t h a t  n e w  C a n a d i a n ,  t h e  o n e  i n  t h e  w o o d e n  b o x ,"  c a m e  r i g h t  o u t  o f  m y
m o u t h .
  I  d o n ' t  r e m e m b e r  i f  I  t o o k  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  w e r e  t h e r e  w i t h  m e  b a c k  t o  t h e i r
c a r s  o r  h o w  I  e v e n  g o t  h o m e  t h a t  n i g h t .  I  v a g u e l y  r e m e m b e r  p u t t i n g  a n  e m p t y
g l a s s  d o w n  o n  t h e  k i t c h e n  c o u n t e r  a t  h o m e  j u s t  b e f o r e  I  p a s s e d  o u t  o n  t h e  l i v i n g
r o o m  f l o o r.
  A b o u t  f i v e  h o u r s  l a t e r,  a s  I  w a s  b e g i n n i n g  t o  c o m e  t o  a g a i n ,  m y  g i r l f r i e n d  c a m e
t o  m y  h o m e.  S h e  w a s  e x t r e m e l y  a n g r y.  I  h a d  p r o m i s e d  t o  p i c k  h e r  u p  f r o m  w o r k
j u s t  a b o u t  t h e  t i m e  I  w a s  p a s s i n g  o u t  o n  t h e  f l o o r.  Fo r  s o m e  m y s t e r i o u s  r e a s o n ,
s h e  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  s t a n d i n g  o n  t h e  s t r e e t  c o r n e r  d o w n t o w n  f o r  s e v e r a l  h o u r s  w a s
v e r y  f u n n y.  I  r e s p o n d e d  w i t h  m y  u s u a l  l a c k  o f  t a c t ,  w h i c h  d i d n ' t  g o  w e l l .  
  T h e  n e x t  d a y,  I  p u l l e d  t o g e t h e r  a l l  m y  h u m i l i t y  a n d  w e n t  t o  h e r  a p a r t m e n t ,
e x p e c t i n g  t h e  u s u a l  p u n i s h m e n t :  a  l o t  o f  y e l l i n g ,  s c r e a m i n g  a n d  m a y b e  e v e n
s o m e  s l a p p i n g .  T h e s e  t h i n g s  h a p p e n e d  t o  m e  q u i t e  o f t e n  a s  a  d r u n k .  I  h a d  c o m e
t o  e x p e c t  t h e s e  a s  t h e  p r i c e  I  h a d  t o  p a y  i f  I  w a n t e d  t o  d r i n k .
  B u t  t h i s  t i m e  i t  w a s  d i f f e r e n t .  S h e  s i m p l y  s a i d ,  " I ' m  n o t  g o i n g  t o  y e l l  o r  s c r e a m .
I n  f a c t ,  I  a m  n o t  e v e n  g o i n g  t o  s a y  a n y t h i n g .  I  a m  j u s t  g o i n g  t o  g i v e  y o u  m y  B i g
B o o k  a n d  a s k  y o u  t o  r e a d  i t .  O p e n  i t  a n y w h e r e  a n d  j u s t  r e a d  s o m e t h i n g .  S e e  i f
t h e r e ' s  a n y t h i n g  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  y o u  c a n  r e l a t e  t o ."  T h e n  s h e  s e n t  m e  h o m e.
  N o b o d y  h a d  e v e r  t r e a t e d  m e  l i k e  t h a t  b e f o r e .  T h e y  s c r e a m e d  a t  m e,  t h e y  b e a t
m e,  t h e y  e v e n  s e n t  m e  t o  j a i l .  B u t  n o b o d y  h a d  d o n e  t h i s  t o  m e.
  I  h a d  t o  w a i t  a  c o u p l e  o f  d a y s  f o r  m y  e y e s  t o  c l e a r  u p  e n o u g h  t o  r e a d .  W h e n  I
c o u l d ,  I  f o l l o w e d  h e r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  t h e  l e t t e r.  I  r a n d o m l y  o p e n e d  h e r  B i g  B o o k .
I  h a p p e n e d  t o  l a n d  i n  c h a p t e r  f i v e - a  v e r y  b a d  i d e a  f o r  a n  a c t i v e  a l c o h o l i c .  I  o n l y
r e a d  t w o  p a r a g r a p h s ,  b u t  t h e y  s c a r e d  m e  s o  b a d l y  t h a t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I  w a s
m o r e  a f r a i d  o f  a  d r i n k  t h a n  I  w a s  a f r a i d  t o  l i v e  m y  l i f e  w i t h o u t  a l c o h o l .
  T h a t  n i g h t  I  w e n t  t o  m y  v e r y  f i r s t  e v e r  c l o s e d  A A  m e e t i n g .  M y  g i r l f r i e n d  h a n d e d
m e  t h a t  B i g  B o o k  o n  N o v e m b e r  19,  19 8 1 .  I  h a v e  n o t  h a d  a  s i n g l e  d r o p  o f  a l c o h o l
s i n c e  t h a t  d a y.

J.C .
Pe c u l i a r,  M i s s o u r i



 

Events in Osceola 
Sisters of Serenity 
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Happy Joyous and Free Group
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Primary Purpose Group
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Events in Osceola 
The New Freedom Group
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Dear AA Members,
I hope this message finds you well. I'm reaching out on behalf of the New
Freedom Group to invite you to be a guest speaker at our Wednesday night Big
Book Study meeting.
Our group deeply values the experience, strength, and hope shared by AA
members, and we believe your perspective would be a meaningful addition to
the meeting. As you know, our format is centered around the Big Book, and we’d
love for you to share your experience related to a section or principle from the
book that has had an impact on your journey.
Meeting Details:
When: Wednesday nights at 7:30pm
Where: Ponciana Christian Church
Format: Read pertinent section of the Big Book, followed by 10–15 minutes of
guest speaker sharing and then open discussion
If you're open to speaking, just let us know a date that works for you and we’ll get
you scheduled. We’d be honored to have you share.
Thank you for considering,
With gratitude,
Jim C.
NFG Chairperson
Cell:(516) 474-2723
Email: jcoogs7@gmail.com or poinciananfg@gmail.com

Events in Osceola 
The New Freedom Group
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O s c e o l a  C o u n t y  I n t e r g r o u p
4 0 7 - 8 7 0 - 8 2 8 2  o s c e o l a c o u n t y i n t e r g r o u p @ g m a i l . c o m  

P . O  B o x  7 0 0 3 8 7  S a i n t  C l o u d ,  F L ,  3 4 7 7 0

Have something on your heart to share? We would  love to include your experience,

strength, and hope in a future issue. Whether it is an event, anniversary, reflection, poem

or recovery story, your words might be exactly what someone needs to hear today. Please

send submissions to: 

ocigazette@gmail.com

We’d love to hear from you!!!

Intergroup meetings are held
virtually on Zoom, on the third
Wednesday of each month at 5:00pm
Zoom Meeting ID: 
817 1675 3808
Password: 917635 

Chairperson: Walda H. 
Alternate Chair: Chris H.
Secretary: Ruthie J.
Alternate Secretary: Walda H.
Treasurer: Beth M. 
Alternate Treasurer: OPEN
Hotline Coordinator: Suresh P.
Alternate Hotline: OPEN
Webmaster: Heather S.
Alternate Webmaster: Eric B.
Literature Coordinator: Mike R. 
Alternate Literature: OPEN
Newsletter Coordinator: Heather S.
Alternate Newsletter: Jena T.

Intergroup Meetings

E l e c t e d  2 0 2 5  O f f i c e r s
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Step 5 

Tradition 5

Admitted to God, to
ourselves, and to another

human being the exact
nature of our wrongs. 

Each group has but one
primary purpose—to carry its
message to the alcoholic who

still suffers

5th Principle
Integrity: the firm adherence to a code of
moral or ethical principles, characterized
by honesty, consistency, and soundness

of character. It means doing the right
thing, even when no one is watching, and
maintaining alignment between actions

and core values. It means being
rigorously honest and transparent about
who we are, without minimizing, hiding,
or justifying our past actions. It requires

the courage to face the truth about
ourselves and to share it openly with
another person. This process breaks

down denial, reduces shame, and allows
for genuine healing.
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